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i. At 11 o'clock, A. M. brother Robert Latham preached 
the introductory sermon, from Galatians vi. 14. “‘ But God 
forbid that Ishould glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world.” 

2. After preaching, the business of the Association was 
opened with singing, and prayer by brother Brown; after 
which letters from the churches were read, and the messen: 
pers’ names enrolled. 
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sw was chosen Moderator: 


3, Brother ‘Thornton String fel v 
om the following Associa- 


4, Received communications ft 
tions : 3 2 : 
Ketocton; letter and méssenger, brother George H. Ray- 


nolds. 


Dover; messenger, brother Semple.* 
Shiloh ; minutes and messenger, brother Garnett. se 
Baltimore; letter and messengers, Thomas Barton* and 
William Sedwick.* | ae, | 
5. Ministering brethren, Caswell, Patterson, Stow, Wyer, 
Ballard,and Bernard, and also brother Thomas Buck, former 
Clerk of the Ketocton Association, being presents were 1f- 
vited to take seats with us. aie | | 


{ 


6. Resolved, That the Association now proceed to élécty 


by private poll, the preachers to occupy the stand to-morrow. 

7. Pursuant to the foregoing resolution, brethren Bryce, 
James, Raynolds, and Garnett, were elected. dae 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Prayer br 
brother George. Sus wees 
FRIDAY; AUGUST 22. 

Met pufstiant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Bryce. 

8. Resolved, That the Association will, before the close of 
the present session, appoint ministering brethren to preach 
at this place on Lord’s-day next. | 

9, Brother William Hunton, of Broad Run church, being 

presént, and understanding that he was desirous to make 
some communication to the Association, he was cordially in- 
vited to a seat with us. nage 

10. Brother Hunton stated, that. brether S, H. Cone, late 
‘Treasurer of this Association, having removed to New York, 
had left his accounts with him, requesting him to settle the 
game, and pay over the balance: whereupon, brethren Browr: 
and Love were appointed a committee to settle the late trea- 
surer’s accounts. . i 

11. The committee appointed to settle the late treasurer's 
accounts, made report—That a balance of $67 90 was found 
due to the Association, and that brother Hunton had paid 
the same over to them. Whichreport was approved. 

12. Brother Enoch Reynolds, of Washington City, wae 
elected Treasurer. . 

13. The committee who received the money remaining in 
the treasury, were directed to pay the same, together with 
what may be contributed at the present session, to the Trea- 
surer. | 


14, The circular letter, written by brother Latham, was 


* Not present. 
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“ead, and referred to a committee, consisting of brethren 
Brown, Love, and Bryce, with the author; to report to-mor- 
raw morning, | a 

15. The corresponding letter, written by brother George, 
was read, and referred to a committee, consisting of brethren 
Stringfellow, Johnson, and Fox, with the author; to report 
to-morrow morning. fica 
_ 16. A committee, consisting of brethren Latham and 
Bryce, was appointed to examine the letters from the 
churches composing this Association, and report what sub- 
jects contained in said letters are necessary to be acted on. 
_ 17. Brethren Reid, George, and Love, were appointed a 
committee to arrange the visitation meetings. 

18, Brother James was appointed to preach the next in- 
troductory sermon; and, in case of failure, brother Johnson. 

19. Brother Bryce was appointed to write the circular let- 
ter for next year; and, in case of failure, brother Johnson. 

20. Brother Johnson was appointed to write the corres- 
ponding letter for next year; and,in case of failure, brother 
Reid. fs J 

21. The committee appointed to examine the letters from 
the churches composing this Association, reports—ist. That 
the Chapawamsick church inguires, What method can be 
devised more effectually to guard againstimpostors? Answer: 
kt does not appear to this Association that any more effec- 
tual measures are practicable, than those already recom- 
mended, viz.; that satisfactory credentials be required by the 
churches, of all strangers coming under the character of Bap- 
fist preachers, a) 

2d. The church at Backlick inquires, If it would not be 
adviseable for the Association to recommend to the churches 
a day of prayer and humiliation? Answer; The Association 
recommends to the churches to set apart the Saturday before 
the fifth Lord’s day in November, for prayer and humilia- 
tion, for the outpouring of the Divine Spirit upon our 
churches. And, lil it is recommended to them, fre- 
quently to set apart such other days, to be abserved for the 
same purpose, as to them may seem suitable and proper. 

3d. The church at Alexandria proposes so to alter the 
_ gonstitution, as that each church may send three messen gers, 

Answered in the negative. 

_ 4th. The church at Mount Pleasant inquires, If the Assa- 
ciation would not do well to recommend to the churches a 
religious observance of the 4th of July? Whereupon, ! 

Resolved, ‘That we recommend to the churches severally, 
composing this Association, to set apart the 4th day of July, 
the birth-day of American Independence, as a day of solemn 


’ 


thanksgiving to God, for the national blessings which he has 
bestowed upon us. 


22. Resolved, unanimously, That the next oe be. 
held at the Baptist meeting house in Alexandria, to com- 
mence on the Thursday preceding the fourth Lord’s-day in 
August, 1824, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

Adjourned for 20 minutes. Prayer by brother Johnson. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Bryce. 


23. The following visitation meetings were appointed, 
> 


pursuant to the report of the committee, viz. 

Ist. At Grove, the fifth Lord’s-day in the present month, 
and Saturday preceding; brethren James and Latham 
to attend. 

2d. At Nanjemoy, on the fifth Lord’s- day in November, 
and Saturday preceding; ; brethren Brown and Bryce 
to attend. — a 

3d. At the same place, on the fifth Lord’s-day in May, and 
Saturday preceding; brethren Stringfellow and George 
to attend. 

4th. At Hartwood, the fifth Lord’s-day in November, and 
Saturday preceding ; brethren Latham and Reid to 
attend. 

5th. At Back Lick, on the fifth Lord’s-day in February, and 


Saturday preceding; brethren Bryce and Johnson tyes 


attend. 


6th. At Long Branch, on the fifth Lord's-day in May, and 


Saturday preceding ; brethren Johnson and James to 
attend. 
7th. At Occoquan, on the fifth Lord’s-day in May, and 


Saturday preceding; brethren Latham and Patterson to 


atiend. 

8tii. At Bethlehem, on the fifth Lord’s-day in November, 
and Saturday preceding ; brethren Stringfellow and 
Johnson to attend. #6 

9th. At Fryingpan, on the third Lord’s-day in June, and 
Saturday preceding; brethren Brown and Bryce to attend. 


24, Brethren Bryce, Johnson, James, and Reid, were ap- 
pointed messengers to attend the General Association of 
Baptists in Virginia, to be held at Lynchburg, on the first 
Saturday in June, and Lord’s-day following, 

25. Brethren Brown and Johnson were appointed a com- 


mittee to examine the minutes of corresponding associations. 


26. The committee appointed for that purpose, — 


that they had examined the minutes of corresponding asse- 
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ciations, and found nothing which required the special nd 
tice of this Association. 

“97s Lhe following messengers were appointed to corres- 
; ponding associations, viz. 

Ketocton; to be held on the Thursday before the third 
Lord’s-day in August, at Bethel meeting house, Frederick 
county, brethren Brown, Bryce, and Latham. _ 

Dover; to be held at Nuckle’s meeting house, Goochland 
county, on the second Saturday in October, brethren Bryce 
and James. 

Shiloh; to be held on the Friday preceding the first Lord’s- 
day in September, at Fiery Run, Fauquier county, brethren 
Stringfellow, Latham, and Reid. — 

Goshen; to be held at Mount Hermon, in Spotsylvania 
county, on the first Saturday i in October, brethren Latham 
and George. 

Baltimore; to be held Baltimore, the Thursday preced- 
ing the third Lord’s-day in Merge rer Brown, eyes and 
Johason. 

- 28. Brethren Brown and Biyce were appointed to super- 
intend the printing and distribution of the sashes gh ; and it 4 
is ordered that 1000 copies be printed. 

29. Brethren Johnson, Brown, and Garnett, were appointed 
to preach at the stand to-morrow. 

‘ 30. Brethren Wyer, Stow, and Ballard, were appointed to 
/ preach at the stand on Lord’s- -day. 
~ 931, The following sums were contributed by the churches 

_ to the Association fund, viz. Chappawamsick $3, Little River 
$2, New Brent-town $2, Occoquan $2, Hartwood $1 25, 
Long Branch $3, Back Lick $2 34, Fryingpan $3, Nanje- 
moy $38, Ist Washington $5, Alexandria $5, Bethlehem 
$2 75, Grove $3, Rock Hill $2, Shiloh $3, Mount Pleasant 
$3, Elk Run 38; amounting to $48 34. 

32, Brother Str ingfellow, our agent for corresponding with 
the Board of Foreign, Missions, laid before the Association 
the last Annual Report of said Board, and their general Cir- 
cular Letter; which letter was read. 

33. The resolution entered into at the bis Association, for 
having no appointment for preaching on Lord’s-day, at the 
place of the meeting of the Association, was rescinded ; 
whereupon it was 

34, Resolved, That the Association will hereafter conti- 
nue its session till the close of the exercises on Lord’s-day. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Prayer by 
brother James. | Be 


8 

4 } , SATURDAY, AUGUST 33. : 

-» Met pur suant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Johnson. 

35. Brother Brown, from the committee to whom the cir- 
cular letter was referred, reported the same, with some 
amendments, which was adopted. 

_ 36. Brother Stringfellow, from the committee to whom 
the corresponding lette a was referred, reported the same 
with some amendments ; which letter was adopted. — 

37. Resolved, unaninioweliy, That the thanks of this Asso. 
Clation be presented to the brethren and friends in this vicin- 
ity, for the hospitable entertainment which we have receiv- 
ed, and especially for the measures adopted by them to prevent 
molestation, and preserve good order during our meeting. 

38. Resolved, That hereafter the necessary expenses of the 
messengers appointed to visit our sister Associations, or any 
special business on which brethren may be sent by this As- 
sociation, be defrayed out of the remres on being reported 
and approved by the Association. 


Having finished the business, the session was closed with 
prayer by brother Bryce. — 


THORNTON STRINGFELLOW, Moderator. 
JOHN FOX, Clerk. 


ee vs 2 erm 


PUBLIC. WORSHIP AT THE STAND. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21. 
Brother Alexis Caswell preached from John xv. 24. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 22. 
Brother Bryce preached from 1 Timothy i at15, 
Brother Raynolds do. John i. 1. 
Brother James do. ColosSians iii. 3, 4. 
Concluding address by brother Garnett. = 


SATURDAY, AUGUST mS 
Brother Garnett preached from Matthew xvi. 18. 
Brother Brown | do. Romans viii. 28. 
Brother Johnson do. Isaiah lviii. 1. 
Closed with an address and prayer by brother Bryce, 


LORD’S-DAY, AUGUST 24.- 
Brother Stow preached from Ezekiel xxxiii. 11. 
Brother Ballard do. | 2 Corinthians v, 10. 
Brother Wyer —_—_ do. Romans i. 16. | 


\ CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The Columbia Baptist Association, assembled at Rock Hill, 

» Stafford, Va, August 21, 22, and 23, 1823; to the several 
churches composing the same, greeting. 

BELOVED BRETHREN, 


Very soon after the existence of Baptists on this conti- 


nent, it was thought adviseable by them, for the several 


churches in different parts of our country to form them, 
selves into what we call Associations, for the purpose of 
gaining information concerning the state of God’s Zion, and, 
when solicited, to give advice; to the end that good under- 
standing should be maintained, and fellowship preserved. 
These are desirable objects, closely connected with such a 
course of conduct as is calculated to provoke to love and 
good works. It has been the practice of Associations to 
send out with their minutes an address, in the form of a let- 


‘ eter, to the several churches in their connexion. Various 


subjects have been attended to at different times. They 
have severally exercised their best abilities, hoping that 
impressions would be made on the minds of brethren, tend- 
ing to the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. It is 
somewhat difficult at the present day, to introduce a subject 
entirely new; yet we are unwilling to relinquish a practice 
which may still be useful, 

On the present occasion, suffer us to call your attention to 
the exhortation, “ Weglect not the assembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of some is.” That it is the duty of 
Christians to meet together, and unite with each other in 


the worship of God, is so evident we will not attempt a proof 


of it; but there are duties connected with this, which may 
not have been thought of by brethren in general, in that re- 
lative sense in which they stand, according to the order of 
things. A church of Jesus Christ may be compared tee 


te oa 
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family, in which should exist a particular freedem and inti- 
macy, for the preservation of good order, and the interest of 
each member. For the greater convenience, and better op- 
portunity of meeting together, the Baptists have, by Divine 
direction, formed themselves into little organized bodies, 


called churches; each of wh h constitutes an Sic seal ees 


community, free from the control of all others, and account- 


able to Jesus Christ alone for her conduct. On this princi- ° 


ple, which should never be abandoned in relation to the in- 
dependence of each body, our churches have mutually agreed 
to maintain a friendly intercourse and Christian fellowship 
with each other, through the medium of Associations. 

After these few remarks, suffer us to attend more imme- 
diately to the subject under consideration. Perhaps there is 
not a church in our connexion that has not-a place where it 
meets to worship. But may not many churches be too neg- 
ligent in this duty? At nd are not many members of churches 
unworthy of the Christian name, because of their almost en- 
tire neglect of it? Many attempts haye been made to correct 
this errour, and preserve that good order in the churches 
which is so desirable. _ But notwithstanding the exertions of 
drethren on this subject, connected with the many mercies 
we have enjoyed, we have reason to put up a lamentation, 
and say, our deqnness, our leanness ! Causes and their effects 
are inseparable. It is impossible that good can attend a 
neglect of duty; and itis equally impossible that evil should 
result from walking in the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord. Why should not churches assemble together 
every first day of the week? There certainly can be no good 

gason assigned why they should not do so. If a blessing 
attended our meeting last first day, and we were happy in the 
society of each other while engaged in the worship of God, 
why not let it be known by our meeting next first day? Buta 
difficulty exists here with many, which is almost. insur- 
mountable. T’he opportunity of hearing preaching from 


home, is preferable with many, to meeting at home, where we. 
shall have no preaching. ¥t is certainly the privilege of 


churches to consult their own interest, and so make their am 


& 
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sale OER TS having an eye to the direction of the Lord; and 
en the time comes for the church to assemble together, 
> om be the duty of every member to be | present, that has 
not a good excuse for not being there. Suffer us, brethren, 
to give our opinion with regard fe excuses offered to justify 
absence; such as going ona visit in the neighbourhood, or 
receiving visits from neighbours; and a variety of others, 
not less frivolous. ‘These are excuses for absence which 
should never be countenanced by a church. 
- The advantages which must result from brethren meeting 
together and engaging in the worship of God, will prove to 
be of the highest consideration. It will be acknowledged, 
that fellowship enjoyed by the members of ~ 
singular happiness: and what is better calcula edt 
this desirable object, than for brethren to prove to each 
other that they have real satisfaction meeting often, for 
the exercise of their several gifts, in prayer, singing, exhort- 
ation, and conyersation about what they hope God has done 
for their souls? By this means they will contract an intima- 
cy and freedom with each other, which will be attended with 
a growth in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This will inspire them with a greater desire to 
t search the scriptures, and produce in them thoughtfulness 
on divine subjects. If these things should accompany 
brethren paying respect to the exhortation, ought they to 
ask for a stronger inducement? But there are many other 
advantages which would attend a compliance with this duty. 
‘The example would have a happy influence on many Chris- 
tians. They would be more heavenly minded, more humble, 
and less devated to the cares and fashions of this world. If 
there should be any gifts in the churches, promising peculiar 
usefulness, they will, by this means, be discovered. And is 
it not truly desirable that a church should possess gifts, that 
shall be exercised in the support of the Redeemer’s cause? 
Dear brethren, what is comparable to brethren dwelling 
together in unity! The oil upon Aaron’s head, which ran 
down his beard, even to the skirts of his garment, though 
. shedding a rich perfume, which was grateful to the sense, 
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was not equal to the unity of the Spirit, in the bonds of 
peace. This is truly gratifying to the souls of God’s peo- 
ple; and while they exercise sincerity in approvi 
things which are excellent, they ardently desire to pursue 
that course which will be profitable to Zion, and show forth 
the praise of God inthe world. Could a reformation be 
effected, so as to make us more like this picture, we should 
then be much more like the primitive Christians than we are 
at present, In accomplishing so desirable an object, we 
roust be in spirit more like our brethren who took the king- 
dom by violence. The world must be resisted, the flesh 
must be resisted, and the devil must be resisted ; for they 
individually, and unitedly, are foes to the religion of our dear 

mer; consequently they will make attempts to injure 
the possessors of it. And though the children of God can- 
not be destroyed by their enemies, or dispossessed of their 
eternal inheritance, ye z ey may suffer loss while in this 
enemy’s land, should they turn out of the way marked out 
for them by the Captain of their salvation, and fail to have 
on, at all times, the whole armour of God; and especially to 
have ready at hand the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of Ged, and which is able, when skilfully used, to put to flight 
all our foes, If an acquaintance with the scriptures is so neces- 
sary to our enjoyment of the society of our brethren, and the 


‘gaining of the victory over our enemies,—the pursuing of a 


course which will inspire us with a wish to be thus acquaint- 


_€d with the Bible, must include in it the assembling of our- 


selves together, that we may attend to the things pertaining 
to our Redeemer’s kingdom. PaO et | 

Dear brethren, is there not reason to mourn on account of 
that barrenness of soul which is so perceivable amongst us? 
Have we not forsaken, ina degree, the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and have we not drunk deep in the spirit of the world 
which is similar to that of hewing to ourselves cisterns, bro- 
ken cisterns, which will hold no ‘water, Dear brethren, does 
not the present state of things call for a degree of energy of 
soul, which is not common amongst us? If we possess a de- 
sire that a change should take place for good, let us return 
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to the fountain of living waters, and inguire for the good old 


: “way 5 ; and we shall be enabled to walk therein. The shall 
“we enjoy the light of His countenance, who is King in 


Zion, and His name shall be glorified in the assemblies of his 
saints on earth. se 
bead _ STRINGFELLOW, Moderator. 
JOHN FOX, ih 
bi 
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CORRESPONDING LETTER.” 


The Columbia Baptist Association, convened in Rock Hili 
Meeting-house, August 21, 22, and 23, 1823, to the sister 
Associations with whom we correspond; 


DEARLY BELOVED IN THE Lonp, 


ir has pleased the Almighty Sovereign of. the Midiversest te 
permit us again to assemble together as an associated body. 
We met in love, and we part in peace ; and shall carry with us, 
we trust, the sweet savour of the loving kindness of our 
Heavenly Father. We lament that it is not our privilege in 
this communication, to give an account of extensive revivals 
of religion in any of the churches composing our Association: 
To most of them, however, there have been additions, and 
the prospect for future ingatherings in many of our congre- 
gations is encouraging; and we rejoice to learn from the 
churches generally, that there exist amongst them: mucli 


harmony and brotherly love, and their letters speak of their 


ardent desire for the coming of the kingdom of God. “ When 
Zion travails she brings forth children; but, brethren, 
when we look around us, we have reason to fear and believe 
that many are running whom God has not sent; saying Peace, 
peace, when Jehovah has not said peace. They labour to 
bring some of the most distinct features of the gospel inte 


ridicule and contempt; for this purpose, dismembered por- 


tions of the word of God are brought up, whilst their con= 
hexion is kept out of view, or artfully attempted to be ex: 


plained away ; and thereby many are more blinded and de~ 
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coy ed into the most awful delusion. The word of God is ité 
own witness. Would it not be well, not only to recommend 
the reading of the scriptures, but to search them diligently ? 
We believe that all lovers of the Lord Jesus delight to read, 
or hear read, the book of God; butis nota diligent searching 
of the scriptutes too thuch neglected? The Lord Jesus said, 
“ Search the Scriptures.” We think, in reference to religious 
subjects, that the opinions of men are too much sought after. 
The Bible surely is the standard of truth; and it is written, 
«“ Cursed isthe man that trusteth in man, dee that maketh flesh 
his arm: and again,“ If we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than that which we have preached unto 
yous let him be accursed.” We are animated, however, bre- 
threh, with the assurance which the scriptures give, that 
Zion’s watchmen shail see eye to eye, together shall they lift 
uf. the voice, and together shall they sing. We wish to re- 
joice with you in viewing the enlargement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. We hail, with rapturé, the dawn of that bright 
day; in which the heathen shall become his inheritance, and the 
uttermost paris of the earth his possession; when his kingdoni 
shall come with power and glary, and the whole world be filled 
with the knowledge of his glory. ‘* Come, Lord Jesus, comé 
quickly.” Amen. We have had the happiness to receive 
messengers from a few of our sister Associations, with tokens 
of Christian love and fellowship; and we hope that, in our 


interview, nothing has transpired which they will have occa- 


sion to regret, or we to deplore: As servants of the Lord 
Jesus, we have recetved, and as such we love them. Our 
next Association will be held at Alexandria, on the Thurs- 
day preceding the fourth Lord’s-day in August, 1824, where 


we most cordially and affectionately invite you to meet us, 


both by letter and messengers. 


T. STRINGFELLOW, Moderatér: 
IOHN FOX, Clerk... 


